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|I. When you get to school on thetest days.

A. Find a comfortable place to work.

This may mean not sitting next to
your friends. Remember, your goal is
to do your best on the test. Sit where
you can concentrate and do well.

. Follow along when the teacher gives
thetest directions. Ask your teacher to
explain the directions if you do not
understand them.

. Some tests are confusing. You may
know the answer, but you must
correctly fill in the bubble on the
answer sheet or write your answer on
the blank lines to get credit for your
answer.

.Unless your teacher tells you
otherwise, mark in the test book.
Most test books will not be used
again, so mark away! Do any work
you need to right on the test book
pages.

. Don't waste al of your time on one
item. It is OK to skip a question and
returntoitlater. Makefinding theitem
you skipped easy for yourself by
putting alarge’ next to it.

. If you come across an item that just
seems impossible, skip it and move
on. But don't give up onthewholetest
altogether. Some test writers put in
very harditemsat first. Don't let them
defeat you when they do this. Keep

going!

G. For multiple-choicequestions, mark the

best answer. If you are not sure of an
answer, go ahead and guesswisdly. But
don't just mark any answer. You
probably aready know that at least
one of the answers is incorrect. Mark
out all incorrect answer choicesevenif
you can't completely figure out the
correct answer. Thiswill makeguessing
wisely easier.

. For short-answer and extended-

response questions, clearly explain
your thinking.

. Do your own work. Copying is not

right. When you copy, you run the
risk of miscopying; and the person
you copy from may be wrong.

. Review your multiple-choice answers

when you are finished to be sure you
chose the best answer. Reread your
answers to short-answer and extended-
responsequestionsto makesurethey are
clear and complete.

. Most tests are too long, and you will

get tired. Keep at it, even if you need
to stretch your back and arms. It may
help to look at the ceiling or out a
window from time to time.

. Smile. Tests are important, but they

aren't the end of the world. Remain
calm. Do the best you can.



Successful Test Taking Strategies
for Answering Multiple-Choice
Questionsin Reading

Skim each question before reading the selection or passage.
Trytogeta“fed” for what theanswersmight be.

Ask and answer, “What do | know?What am | being asked to do?’

Read the selection. Try to get the “big picture’” or main point of the selection.

Pay attention to details. Underline or| highlight | key words or ideas.
Read the questions.

Therewill be four answer choicesfor each question in this book.
L ook at each choice. Mark out al incorrect answer choices.

L ook back at the selection as often as necessary to find the best answer.
Make an educated guessif you really don't know.

Then, mark thebest answer right in thisbook by filling in thecircle (bubble) to
theleft of the answer you chose. Completely fill in only one bubble.
A correct answer isworth one point.

—

Multiple-Choice Sample Question

For this type of question you will select the answer and then fill in the circle (bubble) next
to it. Look at the sample test question below about a boy named John whose brother was
not able to make it home for John's birthday party.

1  John was unhappy at the end of the story. Which best states why John was

disappointed?
O A. Hisdad took the car away.
@ B. Hisbrother didn't come home.
O C. Hedidn't get what he wanted.
O D. Hedid not enjoy his birthday party.

For this sample question, the answer selected was B. Therefore, the circle next to B was

filled in.



Successful Test Taking Srategies
for Answering Short-Answer and

Extended-Response Questionsin Reading

Short-answer questions and extended-response questions require you to think

about an answer to aquestion and then write the answer. Both kinds of questions
reguireyou to explain why and support your answer with reasons, details, and/or with
examples from the selection.

Short-answer questions have you write ashort answer consisting of afew

phrases or sentences. You will use about 5 minutesto answer each short-answer
guestion. A complete answer isworth 2 points.

Extended-response questions are more challenging and requireamore detailed

answer. You will use about 10 minutesto answer each of these questions.
A complete answer isworth 4 points.

1.

READ: Read the short-answer or extended-response question and any directions
carefully. Ask yourself, "What do | know?What isthe question asking meto do?
Who ismy audience?!

Next, read the sel ection and study the material that is presented.
L ook for and underline or |highlight key wordsor ideas.

Try to get the “big picture” or main point of the selection.
Pay attention to details.

THINK: Usethewriting processto help you think:

- Brainstormfor ideas by recalling what you a ready know.

- Group (organize) al your ideaswith an ideamap/graphic organizer,
if necessary.

- Look over your map/graphic organizer, and order your ideas and topics
for writing.

EXPLAIN: Beginwriting onthelinesprovided. Explain your answer
clearly and completely. Use details and information from the selection.
Try tofill up al thelineswhen you writeyour answers. If you can't,

that's OK aslong asyou write acomplete answer.

Remember that someonewill bereading your answer. Make sureyour explanation
isclear, so that the reader understands your thinking.

Read what you have written to reviseand edit.




( Introduction to Reading Selections)

There are two kinds of reading selections in this book. The first kind of selection is
infor mational or expository text. Thiskind of text isoften found in newspapers, magazines,
textbooks, and other kinds of reading required for school, work, and life. It isfact-filled text.
This page and the next tell more about infor mational text.

The other kind of selectionisliterary, or narrative text. Literary text isusualy fiction,
but does not have to be. This kind of text tells a story. It requires you to use certain reading
strategiesthat go with thiskind of text. Literary text is discussed on pages 12-13.

| NFORMATIONAL
TEXT

I nfor mational text isused daily by most readers.

Effectivereader susethesestrategiesto construct
meaning (to make surethey under stand the selection):

Read thetitleand maor headings.

Recall what you may already know about the subject.
L ook at pictures, graphs, and charts.

Read the summary.

Skim the questionsto be answered.

Read the selection and identify:

The selection's purpose.
+ Descriptions, definitions, and detailsin the selection.
Problems and sol utions discussed in the selection.
The conclusionsreached inthe selection.

4

4




10 Strategies for Test Taking in Reading
¢+ INFORMATIONAL TEXT <

PREPARING TO READA TEST SELECTION

1. [IDENTIFY thetopic.
 Thetopicis

* | aready know this about

2. LOCATE graphic organizers.
* The headings tell me

» The pictures/captions tell me

* The chart/graph explains to me

3. READ thesummary.
e The main points are

4. SKIM the questions.
» Underline, circle, or highlight key words.
* | will look for these answers

ASYOU READ THE TEST SELECTION

5. GO find answers.
* Read the selection to find answers to the questions.
Remember to construct meaning. Do YOU understand the selection?

6. SEARCH for author's purpose.

* The purpose of the selection is to
7. LOOK for descriptions, definitions, and details.

* The author describes these things
» The author describes with these examples

8. IDENTIFY types of information.

 Main Idea » Sequence of Events or Procedures
» Cause and Effect * Problem and Solution
o Compare and Contrast » Drawing Conclusions

USE THE SELECTION TOANSWER THE QUESTIONS

9. ANSWER all questions.

Reread the questions carefully.

Mark out incorrect answers to each multiple-choice question.

Circle or % any question you skip and need to return to later.

Look back in the text for answers you do not know.

Remember to READ, THINK, and EXPLAIN when writing your answers
to short-answer and extended-response questions.

10. MARK/WRITE the correct answer right in this book.



L ITERARY T EXT

Theseven componentsof literary text are:

Char acter s- who arethe main characters?
- who are the minor characters?

Setting - whereand when doesthe story take place?
Plot or Events- what happensinthestory?

Problem or Conflict - what isthe problem?
- why isit aproblem?

Solution - how isthe problem solved?
Mood - what isthefedling of the story?
Theme- what lesson doesthe story teach us?

Effectivereader sfind theanswer stothesequestionsto
construct meaning (to makesurethey under stand thestory).

13 Strategies for Test Taking in Reading
¢+ LITERARY TEXT o

PREPARING TO READA TEST SELECTION

1. READ thetitle, and PREDICT what the story is about.
* Thetitleis

* The story is about

2. LOCATE illustrations.
*  What information do they suggest?




3. SKIM the questions.
* Underline, circle, or highlight key words.
o | will look for these answers

ASYOUREADTHETEST SELECTION

4. LOOK for answers,
* Read the story to find answers to the questions.

* Remember to construct meaning. Do YOU understand the story?

5. IDENTIFY the main characters.
« The main characters are

e Describe each character in about 3 words

6. IDENTIFY the setting.
*  Where does the story happen?

*  When does the story happen?

7. NAME the main events (plot).
e Important actions are

8. FIND the problem (conflict). All good stories have one.
 Themain problemis

* The problem is important because

9. IDENTIFY the solution.

* The problem is solved by

10. IDENTIFY themood.
* This story made me feel

11. IDENTIFY thethemes.
* This story's themes teach me something about

* How does this story teach me about this?

USE THE SELECTION TO ANSWER THE QUESTIONS

12. ANSWER all questions.

Reread the questions carefully.

Mark out incorrect answers to each multiple-choice question.
Circle or % any question you skip and need to return to later.
Look back in the text for answers you do not know.

to short-answer and extended-response questions.
13. MARK/WRITE the correct answer right in this book.

Remember to READ, THINK, and EXPLAIN when writing your answers



A Reading Test-Taking Plan

Use this checklist to work your way through the process.

Check off each item asyou do it:

[ ] Read the title. Does it make you think of anything?
Predict what the selection will be about.

[] Look at all the pages of the selection.

[] Read the head ngs throughout the text.
Determine the subject matter of what you will be reading.

[] Look for boldface words, underlined words, words in CAPITAL letters,
italics, and numbers. Also, read any graphs, charts, or captions.
What do they refer to?

[ ] Get the main idea by reading the summary.

[ ] Read the questions and notice important words.

Examples:

* not * main » the author would probably agree
* most likely * except * selection

« difference * most » of the following

|:| Read the selection. Look for the main idea and details.
[] Answer the guestions.
|:| Reread the selection as needed.




General Information for the Student:

There are four sessions in this book. Your teacher will explain when you
are to do each session.

The Reading section of this book is divided into two days. For each day,
you will read selections and then answer the questions that follow. You may
look back at each selection as often as you want when you answer the questions.
The paragraphs in the reading selections are numbered. A question about a
particular paragraph will refer to the paragraph number.

There are three different types of reading questions:

1.

Multiple-choice questions require you to choose the best answer
by filling in the circle (bubble) to the left of the answer you chose.

Short-answer questions ask you to write short answers on the
lines provided in your book.

Extended-response questions require you to write longer and
more detailed answers on the lines provided in your book.

The Writing section of this book is divided into two days. For each day,
you will be given awriting prompt and asked to compl ete awriting assignment.
You will use prewriting strategies before you write. For each assignment, you
will write afirst draft and afinal draft. The first draft will be written on scrap
paper. The final draft will be written right here in this book.

Here are some important things to remember as you use this book:

1.

For multiple-choice questions, choose the best answer by filling in
the circle (bubble) to the left of the answer you chose.

For short-answer and extended-response questions, think carefully
before you write. Clearly explain to the reader why you chose the
answer you did.

Write or mark your answers right in this book.

CONTINUE WORKING UNTIL YOU REACH A STOP SIGN.
THEN STOP.

If you finish early, you may check your work only in that test session.
Do not turn to another session.

Go On)p



Directions. Read the selection and answer the questions.

1

THE TALE OF THE URBAN COYOTE

With its attackers in hot pursuit, the coyote
ran for cover, where it hid for over two hours.

There is nothing strange in a coyote being
chased and hiding from its attackers. This
scene occurs every day in forests, prairies, and
mountai nous regions across the United States.
What makes this chase scene odd is that the
setting was downtown Seattle, Washington.
The attackers were a flock of crows. The
coyote's hiding place was in the open elevator
of an office building.

According to newspaper reports, this unusual chase scene took place afew years
ago on a busy street. Researchers who study the habits of coyotes did not find it
unusual at al. They say such city visits by these four-legged creatures are fairly
common.

Coyotes have proved to be highly adaptable to changes in their environment.
Over the past few decades, humans have taken over much of the coyote's natural
wilderness habitat. Thishas caused many coyotesto move out of their natural habitats.
Humans have also nearly eliminated the coyote's natural competitor, the wolf.
Coyotes have greatly expanded their range in the United States. Coyotes live in
every state in the continental United States, including many mgjor cities. In these
urban areas, the coyote’'s only enemy is the automobile.

“Coyotes do well in cities,” says Eric York, a coyote researcher. York studies the
habits of radio-collared coyotes living half an hour from downtown Los Angeles.
The animals enter urban areas at night. There, they hunt rabbits and squirrels that
live around well-watered lawns. Coyotes will even take on a small dog from time to
time. York says they also enjoy fruit from backyard trees.

About 40 percent of the coyote's diet consists of rabbit and 20 percent is deer,
according to researcher Wiley Buck. Therest of their diet isamix of raccoons, birds,
small mammals, fruit, and garbage.

Thereisonemaor domestic frontier coyotes have not crossed. Contrary to Internet
postings, coyotes do not live off cats or |leftover fast-food in New York City’s Central
Park. Gordon Batcheller, an environmental official, says coyotes have been observed
passing through New York City on their way to greener, outlying spaces.

Go On)p



54

55

56

57

Why did the author write this selection?

0000
oS0 w>

To educate readers about why coyotes have been able to expand their habitat
To educate readers about how scientists study coyotes
To educate readers about what to do if they see a coyote in the city

To educate readers about keeping their pets indoors at night if they
live in an urban area

After reading this selection, which word do you think best describes the coyote?

O
O
O
O

OO w>

Sneaky
Dangerous
Flexible
Unpredictable

Which would be the best way to determine the diet of urban coyotes?

O
O
O
O

OO w2

Analyze the waste droppings of the coyotes

Record trends in the small mammal population for an urban area
Determine whether the rabbit population for an urban area is decreasing
Follow radio-collared coyotes to see what they eat

Researcher Eric York claims that coyotes do well in cities. Why isYork’s statement
probably correct? Use information from the selection to support your answer.

Go On)p



58

59

60

Paragraph 4 states, “ Coyotes live in every state in the continental United Sates,
including many major cities” Which of the following would be most helpful if
you want to determine if the statement is true?

O A
O B.
O C
O D.

Graphing the weight of coyotes found in various states

Creating a table that lists the location of dead coyotes

Researching journals and books that describe the diet of coyotes
Collecting reports of coyote mating habits from wildlife researchers

Which statement best explains the way in which the author presents information
about the coyote?

O A
O B.
O C
O D.

The author gives reasons why coyotes should be moved back into their
natural habitat.

The author claims that the coyote's habitat has changed and uses
scientific research as proof.

The author writes about the changes in the coyote's habitat and
backs up his claims with reports from animal control officers.

The author and severa researchers argue that coyotes should be
welcomed in urban areas because they keep other animals away.

What are two ways researchers are able to monitor urban coyotes?
Use information from the selection to support your answer.

Go On)p
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62

63

How does the coyote's habitat today compare with the coyote's habitat
of 20 years ago?

(O A. Coyotes never ate raccoons or small mammals 20 years ago.

(O B. Coyotes no longer live in the forests, prairies, or mountainous regions
of the United States.

(O C. Coyotesnow live only in large cities.
O D.

Automobiles and humans have replaced the wolf as the coyote's
greatest enemy.

Based on information in this selection, which of the following is most likely
to occur?

O A. Until wolves learn to adapt to city life, nothing will stop coyote
expansion into cities.

B. Because food for coyotesis so plentiful in cities, soon al coyotes will live
in cities.
thelr pets.

D. Since coyotes have been able to adapt to city living, other wild animals
may be able to adapt, too.

O
(O C. Since coyotes moved into cities, people may be able to tame them into
O

In your own words, write a summary of the selection.
Include three main ideas from the selection in your summary.

Go On)p
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Successful Test Taking®

This Successful Test Taking® Reading &
Writing 8 book is specifically designed to assist
teachers and students as they incorporate the
information and skillscontained inthe Learning
Targets into their learning environment. Each
item has been aligned with the L earning Targets.
Thereis at least one item in the book for each
assessable Learning Target. The book is an
essential teaching resource for educators
interested in preparing their studentsfor the state
assessment. Students will see the book as a
hel pful lear ning tool to master important reading
and writing skills.

Using " Successful Test Taking®"

1. After each student receivesaSuccessful Test
Taking® Reading & Writing 8 book, let them
know they will writeand mark their answers
in the book.

2. Usepages3-5todiscusspreparationand aids
totest taking.

3. The reading and writing portions of the
assessment are conducted over a period of
four sessions. You may wish to spend more
time and/or days using this book than is
actually spent on the test. This book
containsmor er eading questions(80) than
the assessment. Because this book is a
learning/practice tool, you should tell your

studentsthat the format of the Successful Test
Taking® Reading & Writing 8 book is
somewhat different from the assessment. For
example, there are more questionsto provide
studentswith much more practice. Thisbook
isdifferent to give studentsmorereading/
writing/thinking/analyzing practiceto build
their confidence while preparing for the
assessment. Below is a suggested session
schedule:

Session 1............. Writing .......c...... Day One
Session 2............ Reading............... Day One
Session 3............. Reading ............. Day Two
Session 4............. Writing .....cc....... Day Two

. Have students turn to p. 60 and begin

Session 1 - Writing Day One. You may wish
to go over the material on pp. 60 and 62 with
students.

. After ashort break, turnto pages6-9to review

with your studentsthe strategiesfor answering
the different typesof reading questionson the
assessment. There are al so sample questions
that can bereviewed.

. Have students turn to the Introduction to

Reading Selections on page 10 and discussit
with them. Then, review theinformational text
(pp. 10-11), literary text (pp. 12-13), and the
Reading Test-Taking Plan (p. 14) material if
you wish. This material can be reviewed at
any time, or not at all.

Copyright © 2008, L EADERSHIP RESOURCES®, 303 Court, Port Huron, M| 48060, 800.257.7157
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7. Next, havestudentsbeginthereadingportion 9. Remind studentsto continuereading/writing

for Day One. Studentswill read the General until they reach astop sign € in their books,
Information for the Student (page 15) and at which point students stop. Students may
then the selections for Day One. They will not go on until you tell them to do so.

stop at page 38, concluding Day One 10. Thereare 80 reading questionsand 101 possible

reading. points in the reading portion of the Successful
8. Session 3testing (beginning on p. 40) will be Test Taking® Reading & Writing 8 book.

carried outinasimilar fashion asReading Day

One, with students reading the remaining

reading selections. Session 4 - Writing Day

Two, begins on page 66 and is conducted as

was Writing Day One.

Reading & Writing 8
Reading Answer Key
along with Suggested Responses for
Short-Answer Questions

59 Multiple-Choice questions worth ...........ccccceevinneeen. 1 point each
21 Short-Answer questions Worth ..........cc.ccceevcveenee. 2 points each

The Learning Target and the maximum number of points (in parentheses) for each question is given
before each answer. The Learning Targets are on page 12. Scoring Guides for the Writing sessions are on
pages 13 and 14.

FLEscH-KINcAID GRADE LEVEL READABILITY SCALE
For ALL SELECTIONS

( BASED ON NUMBER OF SYLLABLES PER WORD AND
SENTENCE LENGTH IN WORDS)

Selection Title Page # Grade Level

Who's Right? (IT) 16 8.00
The Peanut Scientist (IT) 20 8.20
Johnny Appleseed (LT) 26 6.10
Expressions/The Writing Process (LT-poems) 30 NA

Letter to School Newspaper (IT) 35 8.10
Assembling an Exercise Cycle (IT) 40 NA

The Tale of the Urban Coyote (IT) 45 8.00
Emergency 911 (LT) 49 8.20
An Alien Invasion (IT) 55 8.40

LT = Literary Text; IT = Informational Text



