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Dear Educator:
This sample represents only a portion of the LEADERSHIP RESOURCES®

Successful Test Taking® Mathematics 6 CSAP book (2006 Edition).

The actual book is 56 pages with 100 math items:
61 are multiple choice, 16 are short constructed-response,
14 are medium constructed-response, and 9 are extended constructed-response.
The book is printed on newsprint, is consumable, and is sold in a set of
30 books for $55.00.
The teacher's guide identifies the specific benchmark and assessment objective
each item assesses.

LEADERSHIP RESOURCES® publishes CSAP preparation books for:
Grade 3 Reading & Writing, Grade 3 Mathematics,
Grade 4 Reading & Writing, Grade 4 Mathematics,
Grade 5 Reading & Writing, Grade 5 Mathematics,
Grade 6 Reading & Writing, Grade 6 Mathematics,
Grade 7 Reading & Writing, Grade 7 Mathematics,
Grade 8 Reading & Writing, Grade 8 Mathematics, Grade 8 Science,
Grade 9 Reading & Writing, Grade 9 Mathematics,
Grade 10 Reading & Writing, Grade 10 Mathematics.

Each title is sold in a set of 30 books for $55.00, plus 10% shipping and handling.

PLACE YOUR ORDER TODAY.

Make your purchase order or check payable to:

LEADERSHIP RESOURCES

LEADERSHIP RESOURCES®

303 Court Street
Port Huron, MI  48060

800.257.7157
Fax: 810.985.7157

e-mail: leadership@advnet.net
website: www.leadershipres.com
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Successful Test Taking®

Preface

This test taking book has been developed to help you take a mathematics
test, as well as review strategies you already use in mathematics.

           A good test:

A. confirms what you already know,
B. helps you to see where you can use what you know,
C. shows you new ideas while taking the test.

Please note that this book was made to help you learn how to prepare
for and take tests. It is not, however, a complete model of the CSAP.
This book was developed to provide you with typical items that might be tested.

Test taking is complicated. By studying tests and how they are written, you
can become a better test taker. The reading, writing, and mathematics strategies
you use in the classroom and in daily life can be used here as well.

As you use this book, try to do your best work. Doing your best work is a
mirror of your ability and effort.

Remember to
Use Your Common Sense



Test Taking Tips

Here are some helpful hints.

I.  Before coming to school on the test days:

A. Get some rest. It's not very smart to
try to do your best work when you
are tired.

B. Eat something in advance, such as
cereal, toast, or fruit, and have some
milk or fruit juice. You already know
that a decent breakfast will give you
the energy you need to do well in
school.

C. Come prepared. You may be
provided with a pencil that has
an eraser, but bring one anyway.
Also, bring a book or magazine
to entertain yourself if you finish
the test early.

D. Arrive on time. Tests take energy. Don't spend all your energy rushing to get
to school on time. Allow yourself plenty of time to get to school on the test days.

MILK



A. Find a comfortable place to work.
This may mean not sitting next to
your friends. Remember, your goal is
to do your best on the test. Sit where
you can concentrate and do well.

B. Follow along when the teacher gives
the test directions. Ask your teacher
to explain the directions if you do not
understand them.

C. Some tests are confusing. You may
know the answer, but you must
correctly fill in the bubble or show
how you got your answer to get
credit for your answer.

D. Unless your teacher tells you
otherwise, mark in the test book.
Most test books will not be used
again, so mark away! Do any work
you need to right on the test book
pages.

E. Don't waste all of your time on one
item. It is OK to skip an item and
return later. Make finding the item
you skipped easy for yourself by
putting a large      next to it.

F. If you come across an item that just
seems impossible, skip it and move
on. But don't give up on the whole
test altogether. Some test writers put
in very hard items at first. Don't let
them defeat you when they do this.
Keep going!

II. When you get to school on the test days:

G. For multiple choice items, mark
the best answer. If you are not sure
of an answer, go ahead and guess
wisely. But don’t just mark any
answer. You probably already
know that at least one of the
answers is incorrect. Mark out all
incorrect answers even if you can't
completely figure out the correct
answer. This will make guessing
wisely easier.

H. For all three kinds of constructed-
response items, clearly show your
work.

I. Do your own work. Copying is
not right. Besides, when you copy,
you run the risk of miscopying;
and the person you copy from
may be wrong.

J. Review your multiple choice
answers when you are finished.
Reread your answers to constructed-
response items to make sure they
are complete.

K. Most tests are too long, and you
will get tired. Keep at it, even if
you need to stretch your back and
arms. It may help to look at the
ceiling or out a window from time
to time.

L. Smile. Tests are important, but
they aren't the end of the world.
Remain calm. Do the best you can.

*



Successful Test Taking Strategies
for Answering

Multiple Choice Items

1. Read each item carefully. Try to get a “feel” for what the answer might
be while you are reading the item.

2. Ask and answer, “What do I know?” “What am I being asked to do?”
       “Do I understand what the item is asking me to do?”

3. Carefully make any calculations.

4. There will be 4 answer choices for each item in this book. Look
carefully at each choice. Mark out all incorrect answer choices.

5. If you really don’t know the answer, try using each answer choice in the
item. “Plugging-in” each answer choice may help you find the best
answer.

6. Then, mark the best answer right in this book by filling in the circle
(bubble) to the left of the answer you chose. Completely fill in only
one bubble. A correct answer is worth one point.



Successful Test Taking Strategies
for Answering

Constructed-Response Items

Constructed-response items require you to think about an answer to a problem,
figure out a way to solve the problem, and then explain your thinking or show how
you got your answer.
There are three kinds of constructed-response items:
          Short constructed-response items have you write a short answer or
calculate a solution to a problem. You will spend about 5 minutes on these items. A
complete answer is worth 2 points.

Medium constructed-response items are more challenging than the
short-response items and take about 10 minutes to complete.
A complete answer is worth 3 points.

Extended constructed-response items are the most challenging and
require a longer answer, such as solving a multi-step problem. You will spend
about 15 minutes on these items. A complete answer is worth 4 points.

1. THINK: Read all items carefully. Ask yourself, "What do I know?"
        "What is the item asking me to do?"

2. SOLVE: Use the strategies you know best to help you solve the problem:
     - Brainstorm for ideas by recalling what you already know.
     - Use all the information given in the problem. Decide what is important

    and what is not.

3. EXPLAIN/SHOW: Remember, someone will be reading your answers
to constructed-response items. Clearly and completely explain why or
show how you chose the answer you did. Explain or show all the steps
you took. Do not erase your work.

4. Make sure your explanation is clear and complete so that the person who
reads your answer understands your thinking.

5.     Check your work to make sure you have answered each part of the
item and have given all the information asked for by the item.



5 Lisa’s grandmother is             years old .

Dana’s grandmother is             years old.

How much older is Lisa’s grandmother?

  4
 12
  1

years

 71
  4
  3

76
  6
  5

  5
 10
  1 years

  5
  4
  1 years

  5
 12
  1 years

  9 How many faces, edges, and vertices does a right rectangular prism have?

faces:

edges:

vertices:



         In the space below, write the fraction, decimal, and percent value
        for the shaded portion of the rectangle.

 12

 17 On the number line, put dots for the fractions, mixed numbers, percents, and deci-
mals. Then label your dots.
(For some dots you will have to approximate the position of your dot.)

10 2

2.467%7
4

12
6 50% .33

  9
  10

1  1
  2



The width of a rectangular rug is 5 feet.
If its perimeter is 30 feet, what is the length of the rug?
In the space below, show your work and write your answer on the line.

27

_________________

The figures shown below are a rectangle and an equilateral triangle.
Which statement about the figures is true?

3 feet

4 feet4 feet

3 feet

 The rectangle has an area of 12 square feet and a perimeter of 14 feet.
 The triangle has an area of 12 square feet and a perimeter of 12 feet.
 The rectangle has an area of 12 square feet and a perimeter of 12 feet.
 The triangle has an area of 6 square feet and a perimeter of 14 feet.

A

B

C

D

 32
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 29

 30
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B
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D

A

B

C

D

 Use the information below to answer questions 28, 29, and 30.

              Clark had the following math test scores:

75%  96%  80%  64%  85%  87%  90%  100%  90%  83%

What is the mean of Clark’s math test scores?

75
85
86
90

What is the mode of Clark’s math test scores?

75
85
86
90

 Construct a line graph that represents Clark’s math test scores.
 Include axis labels, a scale, and a title.



 43 Patients of Dr. Kelly can see the doctor on Mondays, Wednesdays, or Fridays.
They can see Dr. Kelly either at her clinic or at the hospital next to the clinic
on any of those days.
They can see her either in the morning or in the afternoon on Mondays and
Wednesdays. The patients can see Dr. Kelly only in the morning on Fridays.

How many different possibilities are there for patients to see Dr. Kelly?
In the space below, show your work and write your answer on the line.

_________________

         Three out of 12 students have red hair.
         What percent shows the number of students who have red hair?

       20%
       25%
       33%
       35%

 37

A

B

C

D



          Each quantity below describes a metric unit of measurement.
         Write the appropriate metric unit on the line before each quantity.

____________________  the thickness of a dime

____________________  a bit more than a quart of milk

____________________  the distance from a doorknob to the floor

____________________  the mass of a paper clip

 58

Use the information below to answer questions 50 and 51.

The graph shows that the farther a passenger travels in a Blue Cab Company taxi,
the higher the fare.

        Which is a good interpretation of the graph?

         A passenger’s fare will always be double the number of miles traveled.
      A passenger’s fare will always be triple the number of miles traveled.
      A passenger’s fare will always be five more than the number of miles traveled.
      A passenger’s fare will always be five less than the number of miles traveled.

5    10    15    20    25    30    35
    miles

fa
re

 ($
)

0

5

30

25

20

15

10

35

.
.

.

 50

A

B

C

D



           Look at the pattern below. What is the next number in the sequence?
           In the space below, show your work and write your answer on the line.

1, 16, 81, 256

 93

The next number is: _________________

 79         Look at the data in graph A and graph B.

 GRAPH A                                              GRAPH B

5    10    15    20    25    30    350

5

30

25

20

15

10

35

.
.

.

Which graph or graphs shows the data changing at a constant rate?

        graph A only
        graph B only
         both graphs
         neither graph

A

B

C

D

1 2 3 4

10

50

100
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Successful Test Taking®

This Successful Test Taking® Mathematics 6
book is specifically designed to assist teachers and
students as they incorporate the information and
skills contained in the Colorado Model Content
Standards into their learning environment. The
book is an essential teaching resource for
educators interested in preparing their students for
the Colorado Student Assessment Program
(CSAP). Students will see the book as a helpful
learning tool to master important mathematics
skills.

      Using Successful Test Taking®

1. After each student receives a Successful Test
Taking® Mathematics 6 book, let them know
they can write and mark their answers in the
book.

2. Use pages 3-5 to discuss preparation and aids
to test taking.

3. On pages 6 and 7, review with your students
the strategies for answering the different types
of mathematics items on the Colorado Student
Assessment Program.

4. The mathematics portion of the CSAP is
conducted over a period of three days. You
may wish to spend more time and/or days
using this book than is actually spent on the
CSAP. This book contains more math items
(100) than the CSAP.

5. Because this book is a learning/practice tool,
you should tell your students that the format of
the Successful Test Taking Mathematics 6 books
is somewhat different from the CSAP. For
example, there are more items to provide students
with much more practice. Also, 39% of the items
are constructed-response. This book provides
this many such items to give students much
thinking/analyzing/writing practice to build their
confidence while preparing for the CSAP.

6.  Have students turn to page 8 and review the
directions with them.

7. Next, have students begin the math items for
the first day beginning on page 9. Students will
continue working until they reach page 24
(item 34).

8. Day Two testing (page 25) and Day Three
testing (page 40) will be carried out in a similar
fashion as Day One, with students working on
items 35-100.

9. Remind students to continue working on the
math problems until they reach a stop sign
in their books, at which point students stop.

10. There are a total of 100 items and 171 possible
points in the Mathematics 6 book.
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